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Theme 2

Improving our cultural offer anc
celebrating great architecture
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RIBA Exhibition, Wide Angle View 2024
© Agnese Sanvito

architecture as social space in the Manplan series 1969-70
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“Daring, controversial, irreverent, constructive
- Manplan is the blueprint of the possible!
Help us shake up, stir up, lead and inspire!”

In 1969, The Architectural Review magazine
launched an ambitious and bold series. It
aimed to analyse the state of architecture and
urban planning in Britain and campaigned for
an alternative and more holistic approach that
would look at all basic human needs as a
whole. This inspired the title, ‘Manplan

Manplan was the brainchild of Hubert de
Cronin Hastings, long-time proprietor and
part-time editor of The Architectural Review.
For Hastings the late 1960s was a time of
disillusionment: the optimism of the post-war
period had been replaced by an awareness
that modern architecture’s promises to
improve everyone’s living conditions had
often failed to materialise. Running from
September 1969 to September 1970, each
issue of the magazine was dedicated to an
area of human activity affected by design and
planning choices, analysing architecture’s
physical and social impact.

Under the supervision of series editor Tim
Rock, each guest editor worked with a
specially invited photographer from the world
of photojournalism and street photography,
rather than architectural photography. These
photographers framed architecture as a
backdrop for human activity, capturing the
emotions and experiences of the people who
used the buildings. The message the images
conveyed, combined with the sparse, polemical
text and the graphically powerful setting, was
an uncompromising and highly critical
comment on contemporary living conditions.

Many of the subjects addressed by Manplan
still resonate with us today.

Patsick Ward
Vadlag a 4 British

“Not only for architects - for anyone who cares about the quality of life”
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We laid the foundations for the House of
Architecture - our major investment programme.
From bringing together our world-class collections

and developing a virtual programme that will expand
our digital reach and accessibility on a global scale,

to the essential modernisation of our
landmark building - we made steady
We also continued to celebrate and s

London
progress.
nowcase

excellence through our globally stanc
awards, talks and exhibitions.
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Building Contemporary China
© A-One
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% Our public programme, collections and awards

Public programme highlights included:

@ Curating and hosting concurrent exhibitions in London
(Wide-Angle View, Building Contemporary China,
Office Chic, President’s Medals, and displays for Disability
Awareness and Saudi Arabia); in Manchester (Stirling Prize);
in Newcastle (The Architect has Left the Building); and in
Liverpool (Long Life Low Energy with Tate Liverpool).

@ Loaning 52 items to galleries in Sheffield and Lincoln,
and internationally to venues in Italy, Belgium, France and
to the V&A touring exhibition in China.

@ Hosting 43 talks and events, including the RIBA+VitrA
series and the Ozolins and Grimshaw lectures.

@ Securing a 253% increase in visitor numbers to our
exhibitions and public programmes across all venues.

2937

increase in visitor numbers to our
exhibitions and public programmes
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Collections highlights included:

@ Enabling 4,323 researchers to access more than 14,000
items - an increase of 59% and 19% respectively.

@ Acquiring 700 new books for the Library.

@ Indexing more than 6,000 architecture articles from
more than 140 journals and periodicals.

@ Handling 5,340 specialist inquiries - an increase of 9%.

@ Continuing critical work on two major long-term
projects including the Complete Catalogue of Drawings

by Andrea Palladio (1508-1580).

@ Digitising more than 30,000 images and adding more
than 7000 to RIBAPix, meaning more than 130,000
images are now available to the public.

@ Developing plans for co-locating RIBAs collections
from five sites to one to enhance the curated and
research offering at 66 Portland Place, and to
transform access onsite, offsite and online. Immediate
priorities have included planning for collections moves
and developing the proposition around a combined
home for the collections.

Awards highlights included:

@ Securing 450 entries for the 2023 UK Awards programme.

@ Recognising Yasmeen Lari as the 2023 Royal Gold Medallist
with a series of events and an exhibition on her extraordinary
contribution to architecture and to the least advantaged
communities; and awarding 12 Honorary Fellowships.

59%

increase in researchers accessing

more than 14,000 items

130k +

Images are now
available to the public

RIBA WY
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60 Royal Gold Medal 2023 recipient Yasmeen Lari in

conversation with Alisha Morenike Fisher © Jackie King
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