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Details of institution hosting courses
Faculty of Architecture

University of Moratuwa

Katubedda

Moratuwa

Sri Lanka

Courses offered for validation

Part 1: First five semesters full time BArch (Honours) plus 44 weeks
monitored practical training.

Part 2: Fourth and fifth years of full-time study leading to the award of the full
time BArch (Honours)

Head of School
Dr. KWJP Wijesundara

Course Leaders

Kolitha Perera (Part 1)

Dr. Milinda Pathiraja (Part 2)
Dr. Gamini Weersinghe

Awarding body
University of Moratuwa

The visiting board

Musa Garba Practitioner / Chair
Robert Grover Academic

Jaime Solloso Validation Manager
Rukshan Widyalankara Regional Representative

Procedures and Themes and Values for Architectural Education

The visiting board was carried out under the RIBA Procedures for Validation
and Themes and Values for UK and international courses in architecture
(published September 2021, and effective from September 2022); this
document is available at www.architecture.com.

Proposals of the visiting board
On the 18 May 2023, the RIBA Educational Committee confirmed that the
following courses and qualifications are unconditionally revalidated:

Part 1: First five semesters full time BArch (Honours) plus 44 weeks
monitored practical training.

Part 2: Fourth and fifth years of full-time study leading to the award of the full
time BArch (Honours)

The next visit to the University of Moratuwa will take place in 2028.

Standard requirements for continued recognition
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Continued RIBA recognition of all courses and qualifications is dependent
upon:

i external examiners being appointed for the course

ii any significant changes to the courses and qualifications being submitted to
the RIBA

iii any change of award title, and the effective date of the change, being notified
to the RIBA so that its recognition may formally be transferred to the new title

iv submission to the RIBA of the names of students passing the courses and
qualifications listed
v In the UK, standard requirements of validation include the completion by the

of the annual statistical return issued by the RIBA Education Department
9 Academic position statement (written by the School)

The architecture program of the University of Moratuwa is based on the conviction
that nurturing of future architects must coincide with local building needs and
aspirations, thus pron1oting necessary cultural dialogues and reflections, and
facilitating professional development in critical directions.

While repudiating the traditional, mono-disciplinary nature of academic culture that
shows divisions between architecture, aesthetics, construction, and social economic,
and environmental sciences, the aim is to inspire and appraise the process and
poetics of architecture through enlightened technocracy, cultural inquiry and social
activism. The program is ouffitted to produce architectural graduates who are
equipped to deal with the place-specific problems, possibilities, and challenges. while
being able to transpose complexity and uncertainty of the conditions of human
cultures into creative spatial practice - rather than defying them.

Sri Lanka being an urbanizing country with a developing economy has a vibrant
socio-cultural landscape, tropical environment with varied climatic & ecological
conditions. and an illustrious heritage of building production. Since gaining its
independence from the British in 1948, country's transformations taken place during
recent decades, especially in the contexts of introduction of new socio-economic and
physical development policies, increased environmental consciousness, and
exploitation of technology and material resources and construction industry
challenges, inevitably require intellectual, creative, and considerate responses from
the professionals of all walks of life. The engagement of Sri Lankan architect ranging
from investor led large scale building developments in cities to contemporary self-built
simple buildings in sub urban and rural communities, is quite diversified and multi-
specific.

In view of the above, we regard our strength is in the grooming of technically abled,
culturally- sensitive, socially intelligent, and ecologically minded graduates
tailored to serve the industry as professional architects and design practitioners.
Simultaneously, the possible roles that our graduates could play in the public domain
as autonomous thinkers, cultural critics, and social activists, are also given a
greater emphasis in the formation and dissemination of our academic program. The
program anticipates that our graduates would have competencies and capabilities to
meet with the discourses of the global practice, attaining through nationally set up
education benchmarks.

In responding to these objectives of the school's academic program. the subsequent
teaching content is structured under five major positions of architectural inquiry.
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'Architecture - Social Craft’

We instil in our students the need to assess architecture as a social craft. thus,
framing the function of architecture as a social and inclusive art, and acknowledging
the architect's inexorable role as a responsible practitioner. thinker and member of
the society at large. This encourages students to evaluate the practical dimensions of
design inquiries that confront specific technological and social issues relevant to the
‘crafting' of an architectural outcome.

Understanding architecture as a social craft would compel students to inquire
inescapable ethical prerogatives of the profession, its dependence on a diversity of
social actors and influences, and its moral responsibilities to various stakeholders of
the building process. Being a public-funded institution. we consider social
responsibility as a critical focus of our academic program. The process of learning
from the history and culture of building production, and using historical precedents is
considered as an effective tool to learn about the premise of architectural design.

'Architecture Environmental Response'

We expand our students' sense of responsibility towards recognising architecture as
an environmental response, through a strong research and theoretical content that
examines how buildings perform in relation to specific climatic, topographic, and
typological conditions. Our desire for cross-disciplinary pollination of environmental
sciences and design thinking stems from the need to make future architects
responsible to care equally for the needs of both current and future generations.
While a key focus here targets - and expands - students' capacity to generate
sustainable design solutions that respond positively to the natural ecosphere,
physical landscape and climatic challenges, our interpretation of sustainability goes
beyond technological solutions to include notions of social sustainability, economic
responsibility, and creative use of resources.

'Architecture - Material Practice'

We emphasize on the role of architecture as a material practice. imparting om
students with the necessary skills and competency in determining tectonic systems,
solutions and advancements, and capacity to understand how design ideas arc
attuned to meet building performance challenges. Students are encouraged to frame
their architectural responses within a place-specific technological environment,
thereby persuading them to critically examine the limitations and possibilities of the
local building construction processes. The objective of such academic position is to
assist students to develop architectural solutions bottom-up - i.e., by looking into the
local socio- technical, socio-economic, and socio-cultural characteristics of building
production - as opposed to merely indulging on scenography form-making.

'Architecture - Human Element’

We are committed to produce graduates who understand architecture as a process
that acknowledges - and involves - the human element. Being respectful towards
social needs, understanding peculiarities of the building users, and acknowledging
building as a social process that involves a team of building actors and decision
makers in its making, all part of the learning content that seeks to produce
responsible - and compassionate - architectural profiles. A special focus here is
invested on designing creative improvements to communities through the use of
Design/build projects, thereby encouraging students to develop solutions with respect
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to how buildings are put up on site. socially as well as technically reflecting the
power of space and its physical and metaphysical integration.

'Architecture - Intellectual Pursuit'

We encourage students to view architecture as an intellectual pursuit, which not
only concerns with design narration, philosophy, and aesthetics, but also include their
ability to systematize, determine and communicate the technicalities of negotiating
the art and science of an architectural approach. Such position is expected to trigger
an intellectual discussion on the seemingly conflicting, but essentially interrelated,
roles of architecture as both an art practice and a building practice.

Keeping in line with the afore-mentioned objectives, interpretations and positions of
the academic program, the course structure is organized to trigger a process of
gradual skill building. complemented by strategic examination of skills through
targeted theory modules and design projects. The general teaching content also
assists those students who seek opportunities to specialize in a chosen area of
interest, while developing necessary skills to be a holistic architect.

Key Themes of investigations

Each semester is organized under a specific theme of investigation; nine 'major
themes of investigations' are formulated for the nine academic semesters of the
8.Arch. Honours Degree program: Environment, Craft, Space, Technology, Context,
Building Process, Society, Place, and Profession. The selection of these nine
'themes' - and the subsequent building of incremental knowledge - relate back to the
schools' academic vision, which, as mentioned above, is based on its five major
positions of architectural inquiry.

Learning outcomes are hence built into the semester program, thus strengthening the
progressive building of the graduate profile. This mode and structuring of program
delivery formalize the passing on of specific intellectual skills to students, establish a
sense of responsibility to each semester program, and enable a vertical coordination
strategy for the overall academic program.

To enable the planned growth of the graduate profile, the afore-mentioned 'major
themes of' investigations' are grouped under three phases of academic
progression: Exposure and discovery (from Level | to Level 3), Apprenticeship and
integration (Industrial training) and Comprehension and consolidation (with
opportunities for majoring) (Levels 4 & 5).

'Exposure & discovery'

In this first phase, students are exposed to the ideas of design environment,
spatiality, and materiality, and encouraged to discover the complex inter-relationship
that exists between the functions of environment, craft, space, technology, and the
physical con/ext. More specifically, the Level 1 curriculum introduces students to
spatial, cultural and compositional ideas, strategies and skills. which form the basis of
creating an architectural vision and an architectural response, to interrogate and
communicate notions that explore architecture as an environmental response. a
social craft and a spatial art. The specific inquiries in the Level 2 focus on the notions
of 'space' and 'technology', triggering student's imagination, curiosity, and
individuality, while introducing the111 to the pragmatics of building design and
production. In Level 3, the theoretical spotlight falls onto the inevitable relationship
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architectural design weaves with its physical context in general, and with the spaces,
forms and people of an urban realm in particular.

'Apprenticeship and integration’

In the second phase - themed 'apprenticeship and integration' - students are formally
apprenticed in professional practice through a monitored training program. While
gaining practical experience of design and building, students are expected to inquire -
both thematically and practically- the complex and essential relationship that exists
between the realms of architecture and building process. Programmatically, this
learning experience is also projected as an opportunity to further instil on students the
profession's social and ethical responsibility and encourage them to re-evaluate the
function of architecture as a social craft.

'‘Comprehension and consolidation’

The third phase of ‘comprehension and consolidation’ is built upon the knowledge
and experience the students have gathered during the training period to consolidate
their understanding, awareness, and acknowledgement of architectural production as
both an art practice and a building practice. The Level 4 academic program
encourages students to critically evaluate - and respond to - both tangible and
intangible objectives, concerns, and situations, which determine the role of
architectural profession in responding to specific societal and place-centric attributes
of building production.

Level 5 Comprehensive Design Project (CDP) and a Dissertation demonstrate the
knowledge that students have acquired, with a preferred area of study and biases,
allowing students to explore their own inclinations towards a particular area of
specialized investigation. while consolidating themselves with the necessary skills to
be a generalist.

10 Commendations

10.1 The Board would like to commend the staff for their commitment to student
learning and pastoral care.

10.2 The Board would like to commend the School for strong links to the
communities, context, climate and heritage of Sri Lanka.

10.3 The Board would like to commend the institution for providing a high standard
of physical and teaching resources.

11 Conditions
There are no conditions.

12 Action points
The visiting board proposes the following action points. The RIBA expects the
university to report on how it will address these action points. The university is
referred to the RIBA’s criteria and procedures for validation for details of mid-
term monitoring processes. Failure by the university to satisfactorily resolve
action points may result in a course being conditioned by a future visiting
board.
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The Board requires the School to review the curriculum to see where
adjustments can be made in order to create greater alignment between
modules and to streamline assessments.

The Board requires the School to embed a greater focus on the making of
architecture and wider construction processes across all stages of the
curriculum.

The Board requires the School to embed professional practice at an earlier
stage in the curriculum.

Advice

The visiting board offers the following advice to the School on desirable, but
not essential improvements, which, it is felt, would assist course development,
and raise standards.

The Board advises the School to encourage experimentation and allow
students to explore and provide space for risk-taking during the design
process.

The Board advises the School to create greater formal interaction between
different cohorts.

The Board advises the School to support students to improve their verbal
presentation skills.

The Board advises the School to create the opportunity for critical dialogue
between staff and practitioners to support course development for industry
requirements.

Delivery of graduate attributes

It should be noted that where the visiting board considered graduate attributes
to have been met, no commentary is offered. Where concerns were noted (or
an attribute clearly not met), commentary is supplied. Finally, where academic
outcomes suggested a graduate attribute was particularly positively
demonstrated, commentary is supplied.

Graduate Attributes for Parts 1 & 2

The Board confirmed that all of the Parts 1 and 2 graduate attributes were met
by graduates of the BArch (Honours) plus 44 weeks monitored practical
training and the fourth and fifth years of full-time study leading to the award of
the full time BArch (Honours)

Review of work against criteria RIBA Themes and Values and Graduate
Attributes

It should be noted that where the visiting board considered a criterion
graduate attribute to have been met, no commentary is offered. Where
concerns were noted (or a criterion graduate attribute clearly not met),
commentary is supplied. Finally, where academic outcomes suggested a
criterion graduate outcome was particularly positively demonstrated,
commentary is supplied.
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16 Other information
16.1 Student numbers (from the School)

BA Arch (Part 1): 290 students
BA Arch Years 4 and 5 (Part 2): 107 students

16.2 Documentation provided
The Department provided all documentation as required by the Procedures for
Validation.

17 Notes of meetings
On request, the RIBA will issue a copy of the minutes taken from the following
meetings: These notes will not form part of the published report but will
be made available on request. The full set of notes will be issued to the
mid-term panel and the next full visiting board.

Meeting with budget holder and course leaders
Meeting with students

Meeting with head of institutio

Meeting with external examiners

Meeting with staff
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