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Details of institution hosting course
CRACOW UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY
UL. WARSZAWSKA 24
POLAND, 31-115, KRAKÓW, PL
Faculty of Architecture
Cracow University of Technology
ul. Podchorążych 1
30-084 Kraków
Poland
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Dean of the Faculty of Architecture
PROF. D.SC., PH.D.ARCH. JACEK GYURKOVICH
Vice-Deans of the Faculty
PROF.D.SC.,PH.D.ARCH. KAZIMIERZ KUŚNIERZ PROF.
D.SC., PH.D.ARCH. GRAŻYNA SCHNEIDER-SKALSKA
PH.D.ARCH. RAFAŁ ZAWISZA
PH.D.ARCH. KATARZYNA ŁAKOMY
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Courses offered for validation
Bachelor of Science in Architecture (7 semesters)
RIBA Part 1
Master of Science in Architecture (3 semesters)
RIBA Part 2
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Awarding body
Cracow University of Technology
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The visiting board
Alison Mackinder – Chair
Carol Norton – Vice Chair
Toby Blackman
Ben Cowd
M.Sc.Arch. Adam Monica – regional representative
Stephanie Beasley-Suffolk – RIBA validation manager was in
attendance.
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Procedures and criteria for the visit
The visiting board was carried out under the RIBA procedures for
validation and validation criteria for UK and international courses and
examinations in architecture (published July 2011, and effective from
September 2011); this document is available at www.architecture.com.
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Proposals of the visiting board
On 9 February 2018 the RIBA Education Committee confirmed, by
circulation, continued unconditional validation of the:
Bachelor of Science in Architecture, Architecture and Urban Design (7
semesters), RIBA Part 1
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Master of Science in Architecture, Architecture and Urban Design (3
semesters), RIBA Part 2
The next visiting board should take place in 2022.
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Standard requirements for continued recognition
Continued RIBA recognition of all courses and qualifications is
dependent upon:
external examiners (or an acceptable alternative) being appointed for
the course
any significant changes to the courses and qualifications being
submitted to the RIBA
any change of award title, and the effective date of the change, being
notified to the RIBA so that its recognition may formally be transferred
to the new title
submission to the RIBA of the names of students passing the courses
and qualifications listed
In the UK, standard requirements of validation include the completion
by the institution of the annual statistical return issued by the RIBA
Education Department
Academic position statement [written by the School]
The Faculty of Architecture of the Cracow University of Technology is
an academic public university with more than 70 years of tradition in
educating architects. It was established within the framework of
Polytechnic Faculties of the Mining Academy based in the Wawel
Castle as early as during the first days of freedom after the World War
II – the first entrance examination was held on the renaissance Wawel
Courtyard in May 1945. Under the government decree, in 1954 the
Polytechnic Faculties of the Mining Academy were transformed into the
Cracow University of Technology. The Faculty was moved from the
prestigious royal estates, but still remains located in the centre of the
city of the highest historical architectural value and quality in Poland.
For many years now the Faculty of Architecture in Cracow has
occupied a high scientific position in the Polish academic community. It
was assigned with the “A” scientific category by The Ministry of Science
and Higher Education. The Faculty of Architecture is one of only three
schools in Poland that hold full academic rights – it is entitled to
conduct doctoral and habilitation programmes, as well as procedures
leading to conferring the scientific title of a professor, which is possible
thanks to its highly qualified academic staff. The Faculty is recognised
within the top category for research and teaching. The Faculty is a
regularly accredited KAUT (Technical College Accreditation Board)
which is equivalent to the EUR-ACE® Label (European Network for
Engineering Accreditation (ENAEE) accreditation system). The Faculty
is accredited by the Polish Accreditation Commission with a distinctive
rating. It is the only faculty in the country that holds the Accreditation of
RIBA.
The Faculty, interested in built and natural environment, educates
students in two majors in Engineer’s and Master’s courses: future
architects and urban planner at the major Architecture, and landscape
architects at the major Landscape Architecture. It is also engaged in
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cooperation with other faculties of the Cracow University of
Technology. In collaboration with the Faculty of Civil Engineering and
the Faculty of Environmental Engineering, the Faculty of Architecture
launched courses educating specialists in Land Management at
Master’s interfaculty studies in the specialty Urban Planning and
Transport and Spatial Planning and Municipal Services.
The strength of the school is grounded in comprehensive and
integrated teaching of architecture and urban planning, conducted at a
very high level by the teaching staff, including also practitioners who
enjoy international renown. The Faculty of Architecture at the Cracow
University of Technology offers its students an opportunity to obtain the
highest level of knowledge, skills, and creativity in the process of
designing spaces. The goal of the school is to train top-class specialists
to practice a profession of social trust, understanding the significance of
cultural values in the globalised world, open to permanent broadening
of their knowledge and practical skills, subscribing to universal
principles of ethics in the process of satisfying the needs of individuals
and social groups. The goal of the school is also providing support for
the development of the academic staff in the field of architecture and
urban planning.
Regarding research interests, staff of the Faculty is grouped in seven
Institutes, at the same time teaching in distinct groups (units) across
the programme. Students acquire and develop their skills of research
works within the scheme of the obligatory and optional syllabus, as well
as their operations in the students’ scientific clubs, participation in
designing workshops, or cooperation while working on specific topics of
research conducted in the Institutes of the Faculty. In master
programme, students are engaged to develop their own agenda.
Students take part in conferences, leading to connections with other
universities and publications. The Faculty aspires to prepare its
graduates to competition and to equip them with the ability to undertake
activities in different fields, e.g. in the creative design, performing
specific functions in RIBA VALIDATION VISIT NOVEMBER 2017 local
governmental and building supervision authorities, acting as decisionmakers in public services, performing the duties of a building sector
specialist, or of an actor in the industrial process connected with it. As
the teaching process conducted by the Faculty includes tasks relating
to the expectations and needs of local governments and of the
business environment, the Faculty aims to prepare its graduates to
their professional practice and to the fluctuating demands of the job
market. This is achieved thanks to broad knowledge and skills acquired
during the courses, enabling to make design-related decisions in
different scales connected with designing spaces – from spatial
planning and urban design to buildings and architectural details and
elements of fittings.
The Faculty conducts more and more intensive cooperation with
governmental organisations (National Chamber of Polish Architects,
Polish Chamber of Town Planners) and trade ones (Association of
Polish Architects, Society of Polish Town Planners). The Faculty
develops broad cooperation with local governments of towns and
communes and companies engaged in the building industry. The
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Faculty has signed letters of intent with many municipalities and
companies whose specific and real problems become project tasks for
students. Representatives of municipal authorities and companies
participate in site visits, discussions and project presentations. They
organize meetings and discussions with local communities. This
cooperation allows to bring our students closer to the reality of their
future profession and to exchange experiences along the line University
– Local Government – Business. Collaboration in the subject of
sustainable cultural and environmental development and of innovative
technologies seems to be particularly important.
The strategy of internationalisation implemented by the Faculty is
based on continuation of the previously conducted international
cooperation in terms of teaching and scientific research and opening up
to new directions and challenges resulting from students’ mobility in the
global scale and rapid development of science beyond Europe. It is
heading towards achieving even better degree of internationalisation
within the scheme of different forms of teaching conducted at the
Faculty of Architecture, which should be assisted by constant
improvement of the quality of teaching, guaranteed by international
accreditations for subsequent years, such as RIBA and KAUT
accreditations. Since 2013 the Faculty of Architecture of the Cracow
University of Technology holds Master’s Degree Studies in Architecture
in English. The syllabus of the Master’s studies in English is equivalent
with that of the courses conducted in Polish. It is fully covered by
means of a new form of an integrated modular system, conducted by
the teaching staff of the Faculty and professors from foreign
universities. Courses taught in English fulfil an important role in the
internationalisation process – the constitute an interesting educational
offer, attracting growing numbers of students from many countries of
the world. It is planned to extend the courses available in English with
Engineer’s studies and doctoral studies.
Correlation of the current form of teaching at the Faculty of Architecture
and the RIBA criteria has created an absolutely new educational
culture. This new direction along with the new method has been
strengthened by governmental decrees, which imposed an obligation
on Polish universities to create a quality management system
corresponding to the European and Bologna model. Working according
to these criteria and basing on the requirements defined in the Internal
Education Quality Assurance System at the Cracow University of
Technology (procedures), we continuously monitor all fields of
operation of the Faculty, particularly including areas which require
further improvements and strengthening, and we secure the recognition
of those fields in which we have the most outstanding achievements.
The Faculty has a number of tools for monitoring the quality of
education such as Faculty commissions (Commission for Didactics and
Commission for Quality of Education) and university quality assurance
procedures. This process supports the actions of the Faculty which aim
to secure its high position on the market of higher education.
10

Commendations
The visiting board commends the Faculty for the following:
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10.1

The extent to which the Faculty engages internationally through
Erasmus programmes, workshops and conferences. This should be
promoted and celebrated as a core strength.

10.2

The strong links to and engagement with central government, local
authorities, the Chamber of Architects and practice.

10.3

The teaching within the conservation programme which results in high
quality innovative design solutions.

11

Conditions
There are no conditions.
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Action points
The visiting board proposes the following action points. The RIBA
expects the university to report on how it will address these action
points. The university is referred to the RIBA’s criteria and procedures
for validation for details of mid-term monitoring processes. Failure by
the university to satisfactorily resolve action points may result in a
course being conditioned by a future visiting board.

12.1

The Faculty is encouraged to increase the differentiation between the
first degree course and the second degree course in order to create a
clear pathway with increasing complexity, integration and
experimentation for the final diploma design project.
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Advice
The visiting board offers the following advice to the school on desirable,
but not essential improvements, which, it is felt, would assist course
development and raise standards.

13.1

Students should be encouraged to further experiment with physical
modelmaking early on in their design process to help them develop
more advanced spatial and sectional relationships in their buildings.

13.2

The Board recommends that the Faculty’s proud tradition of hand
drawing, sculpture and painting be more exploratory within the
students’ design process and portfolios. Staff should consider how
these techniques could be developed and enhanced by an emerging
digital culture of drawing and making.

13.3

The Faculty is encouraged to respond to the external examiners’
reports in order to promote an active dialogue to inform the
development of the programmes.

13.4

The Faculty should be encouraged to build upon evident clarity and
sophistication in the discrete study of existing, historic building fabric,
descriptive geometry, digital modelling, and desktop modelmaking. The
potential for the new integrated Making Workshop seems evident, and
could be an opportunity for enhancing independent strengths.

13.5

The Faculty should be encouraged to promote the Institutes’ evident,
high quality research and practice activities in order to clarify the ethos
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and methodology of the Faculty of Architecture as outlined in the
Academic Position Statement.
13.6

The Faculty may wish to consider the opinions of external examiners,
observers and students regarding the timing of the Final Examination
and Thesis Defence; these opinions suggest that a separate, earlier
Examination date may enable more propositional work to be developed
and presented in the Thesis.
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Delivery of graduate attributes
It should be noted that where the visiting board considered graduate
attributes to have been met, no commentary is offered. Where
concerns were noted (or an attribute clearly not met), commentary is
supplied. Finally, where academic outcomes suggested a graduate
attribute was particularly positively demonstrated, commentary is
supplied.
•
•
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The Board confirmed that all Part 1 graduate attributes were
met in the Bachelor’s programme.
The Board confirmed that all Part 2 graduate attributes were
met in the Master’s programme.

Review of work against criteria
It should be noted that where the visiting board considered a criterion to
have been met, no commentary is offered. Where concerns were noted
(or a criterion clearly not met), commentary is supplied. Finally, where
academic outcomes suggested a criterion was particularly positively
demonstrated, commentary is supplied.
The Board had no additional comments to make about the validation
criteria.
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Other information

17.1

Student numbers – check with school
Bachelor: c.913
Master: c.320.

17.2

Documentation provided
The Faculty provided all documentation before and during the visit as
required under the Procedures for Validation.

18.

Notes of meetings
On request, the RIBA will issue a copy of the minutes taken from the
following meetings. These notes will not form part of the published
report but will be made available on request. The full set of notes will be
issued to the next full visiting board.

18.1
18.2
18.3
18.4
18.5

Meeting with budget holder and programme leaders
Meeting with students
Meeting with the head of institution
Meeting with external examiners and observers
Meeting with staff
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