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REIMAGINING CITIES AND TOWNS POST - COVID
CITIES ABOVE AQUATIC RUINS

Given the increase of temperatures in the last century the sea levels rose to over 5 meters. Thus, changing the life of coastal cities by flooding its public spaces and making them
unhabitable. This situation meant a radical transformation for locations like Venice, a city made both beautiful and unstable thanks to its existence as a series of 116 islands
connected by bridges. The life of the Plaza San Marcos was eradicated, giving place to a rebirth of the public place over the roofs of the adjacent Doge’s Palace. This building,
which in its old days functioned as a museum, and its neighbors were altered and used as the foundations for improvised bastions. These structures were the result of the critical
circumstances to which the dwellers of Venice had to answer with quick solutions: the citizens colonized the highest floors, converting them into docks and dry docks for the
maintenance of the refugees’ boats; roofs were utilized as the ground for decks that gave new life to public space; arthropod-like structures were built to sustain facilities that
now function as a haven for the city’s population. In this new existence, the city’s dynamics are strictly linked to water; inside its instability, the element renders the public a
medium that is shifting at every moment. This scenario poses the question of is it possible to think cities as entities constructed on the principle of the ephemeral and, most
importantly, the ambiguity of boundaries between the public and the private. Nowadays, the debate between these two concepts has grown regarding the problems of specula-
tion and privatization of grounds that once were accessible for all the citizenship. Perhaps, the catastrophe means not only destruction, but also the birth of a new conscience
concerning the natural forces and the value of sharing space.
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The condition of ruin

It is a fact that in_the future, fossil fuel based cars will
become obsoletelaad will I::e replaced by others based
on clean energies. However—sailthe mfrastrur:!ura cur=-
rently assoclated with the uparatmn of ve as wilLrep-
resent a field of action and new opportunities® for
urban regenerationi- g tace of the current crisis
that has turned the clty into a large complex of turmoil
and turbulence. Thera ¥DTE. we have decided to reuse
the old gas stations, a they are presented as an archi-
tectural paradigm, thanks to its typology ,which covers
different strategic locatons in different areas. Given
this, the project will take\ advantage of this condition to
become a large network of energy points for the city and
disconnection for its inhagitants, becoming a potential
urban democratizer,

First. in order to reverselithe corrosive and polluting
connotation of these elemfants, the structure will emerge
vertically from the ropfs of the gas stations ,operating
from clean energyBo this way, pre-existing compo-

nents such as electrical grds_and subway connections
will be used through a core that W irculate this energy
to the surrounding platforms.

At ground level, it will house community centers-thal wil
function a-:r:urdtng to the adjacent civic_comm 3
while the upper floors will puk racvate the
infrastructurell—==fich will vary according to the needs
of the place where they gredscated, containing from lei-
sure programs, to shelters to contaimpesepla at risk, or
even shelters for animals, It allows some flexibilityl to

the changing nature of the various sectors in which it Is
rafted.

n short, it proposes an architecture which produces a
critical position |n the experimentation on the spaces.
Will we expect that with the decline of the automobile
these structures will become ruins of modernity?
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In the coming years, office buildings will become obsolete, so they must be programmed with a mixture of uses. The project consists of changing the notion of what
constitutes a high-rise building. through the intervention of nearby volumes creating responses for each urban scale. thus seeking to place in the same building different
programmatic typolegies generating hybrid structures interconnected through circulation areas at different heights and levels above street level. For the correct
implementation of what has been established. the context to be intervened must respond to the following fundamentals: it must be firstly a section of the city located
in central areas or in the process of development, with the presence of a high building density, secondly have unigque programmatic uses for each veolume such as office
areas, commerce, etc., thus interpreting a temporary and / or seasonal active functionality in the c¢ity, emphasizing that during the periods of pandemic 2020-2621 most
of the constructions became abandoned enclaves, that is why the proposal is located in the high rise office area of the eastern sector of Santiago., the intention is to
generate a reinterpretation of the enclave applying the strategies already mentioned, achieving a new prominence within the city avoiding its temporary operation.
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City Above Breathing Land

The COVID-19 pandemic brought to light many issues around the world, but we would like to highlight one in particular: can nature take a break from the construction indus-
try? This issue leads us to wonder about the spaces inside the city: problems associated with density, territorial expansion and the prominence of the car.

The sacrifice of public spaces has begun to slowly consume land, exposing it to deterioration for hundreds of years. Likewise, the growing demand for land to produce food
is steadily increasing. For these reasons, the cities must give up land to let it rest, and understand that agriculture is one of the options where sustainability and food demand
intersect in an optimal response.

This is why we propose a vertical city, where the worn out soil can recover and get ready to welcome the new working country men, allowing them to satisfy their food
demands. For this reason, the project consists of a duality of functions that are togheter in a space of high density: on one hand, the vertical city is developed in the form
of a tower, with a central core that allows the circulations. Second, there’s a underground in which all the vehicular circulation that allows the connection between the differ-
ent towers are located, and where public transport play a major role in the comunication between cities. In this way the zero level of the old city is released, some buildings
are adapted for the new agricultural life and the regeneration of nature is enhanced.
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The idea of this space proposal, with an emphasis on or use of recreation, sport and culture, is to respond efficiently to the new needs arising from the pandemic and prob-
lems caused by COVID-19. What's more, it also aims to bring a predominantly public space linked to nature that responds to the needs of its context, which is mainly inva-
sive, dense and lacking public space.

The project counters this with green areas, illuminated indoor and outdoor spaces and wide paths that connect and open the public space, allowing for permeability,
relationship dynamics and relaxation while the physical characteristics allow for comfortable, distanced movement that, above all, avoids the commotion and situations
conducive to contagion.

From its very concept, the proposal seeks to bring a natural, esthetic air that, above all, works by providing quality of life to users through creating green spaces, all while
taking the various different distancing protocols needed in this new situation into consideration. The collage of images shows different spaces that work and serve within a
healthy space, without affecting the experiences and phenomena that occur within.

This image also highlights the current architectural situation in a Latin American context, showing us the problems of living spaces and virus outbreaks alongside the image
of a city that is vulnerable due to poverty, the lack of public space for people and, of course, the lack of health measures, that make the population more prone to contagion,

all of which contrasts with the natural environment.

The project in the image takes a central role in connecting the two situations in order to create ties and transform the city's image.
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POST-COVID CITIES

The COVID-19 pandemic has forced Latin American cities to rethink their development policies in order to address new local realities and strike a balance between economic and
social development, paying special attention to the most vulnerable people; the pandemic has exposed the vast limitations of our cities in terms of infrastructure development,
emphasizing that this is not all bad as, in many cases, it has contributed to the development of resilience, creativity or ingenuity in seeking solutions to this crisis. That is why, in
order to overcome the pandemic and think about post-COVID cities, the question lies in not only how to achieve greater citizen participation, but also in how and in which regions
of the world, whereby continuously creating living spaces is understood to be a necessity.

The proposal seeks to encourage more balanced urban spaces, which pave the way for greater access to opportunities, whereby social inclusion and the productivity of our cities
take precedence. In this sense, the proposal has four distinguishing features:

1. Inclusive cities: Promoting inclusion in the context of physical differences, focusing on vulnerable populations, and aiming to reduce inequality and social segregation. It
also envisions strategies for multi-stakeholder collaboration and better urban governance.

2. Sustainable cities: Implicitly and comprehensively meeting environmental sustainability criteria in scenarios such as reducing carbon emissions, managing urban waste,
harvesting rainwater, all in the global context of climate change.

3. Resilient cities: The proposal develops the ability to adapt to the different scenarios of economic recovery and revitalization of urban life, through its various different
stages.

4. Productive cities: The proposal is aimed at economic, social and environmental optimization, thus allowing access to new jobs and local productivity networks previously
considered to be difficult in cities, such as vegetable gardens.
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BETWEEN ATMOSPHERES LOCATION - 5. et CONCEPT RCTAM12

A post-pandemic future that recalls the activities carried out during . # s

the quarantine that were repeated every day. r ! #3 E E- E E =

Old customs that were adapted to the new needs of the confinement. bt i i : = l
Novel actions that emerged at this time and became habits. " h | |

Spaces with multiple functions that were changing, being reused, being L R LU

sustainable for a community that manages different schedules, managing fo be suitable A, G, R ﬂ N1 T I'E" - 'ﬂ ‘P;'.' w - ﬁ
for everyone. The continuous search for growth and evolution among different population s .H e e q Ty

groups, integrating the nature that accompanied them fthroughout their lives and that
is increasingly lacking.

A city that was abandoned, that was no longer used and that was left empty,
lifeless, becomes an integrating area that generates infinite possibilifies of
inhabiting it, through various spaces, various afmospheres. Y L,
Redefine the relational character of the area, establishing from the proposal a deep

integration between the different areas, levels and public and private sfrata. Seeking an opening of the city

from the public space, with a higher percentage of these than fthe private ones.

A new city model, the notion of a new public atmosphere and a self-sustaining community. A sense contrary to the
notion of confinement lived after the pandemic, advancing on the idea of openness, encounter,

fies and freedom.

Places where you can be and celebrate life; socialize, rest, breathe fresh air, be surrounded by

nature, which will be part of the daily routine for the relationship of fthis new

; oy, e
community. 1 _LL__SEi
New programmatic change fthat arises with green walkways, elevated squares and a w Al |

new zero level that seek fthe link and connectivity befween these abandoned - m-
and isolated buildings. ] 3= *—m S e o
: ey

i

e BAMz 4w |

i FHiaEE FIPEPEITT  adindss  TSHETEET
L L ]=]

b

iy

Ll FRTCEE -H- = SN

(L] [

©

e, B

x5 i

BLLILE ki
rrwmni

= = e

Bp i
T siais




RCTAM16

Architecture.com



LIVING PLUGIN MODULES
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We need to look towards a world community that
can return to the foundations of human life.

We must recover what our ancestors left us.

Life more in line with nature, the earth is

the tree of life.This means that we need to

take the resources of the nature

Being that the way of survive to future
pandemics such us covid-19

Pal

Parana Delta Islands

Buenos Aires

to live in tents.
th materials that they extracted

The use of wooden reeds for the construction of the
future houses is the most ecological way of building.
Taking great care about the resource extraction.
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THE FUTURE CITIES

The cities and the architecture should be changed to prevent a similar situation like the last pandemic, because the people are aware of bad design of places, how we use
to do many of activities to prevent pandemics, for example gyms most of the time are small and tight, for people it's imposible not to breathe the same air, the same problem
exists in cinemas, restaurant, etc. The jobbies and Jobs are the same in that category the space how we use to do that, for this reasosn the people have to start thinking
about changing these places, and change the small box to a big open area or spaces whith more height and area

Consequently in the picture i represent an apartment complex, but the quality to make a strong and direct relations with the public space of the city, because it doesn’t
confine with literal Wall like grille, that idea allow all Jobbies spaces to be public and with that convince more people to use public spaces and improve the security, at the
same time give a special place and relevant to natural places like i focus on the image, because that type of places reduce the high temperature,they are very beautiful and
encourage the principal contemporany architecture propostal and architecture to be open natural places to public places for reduce the hours we spend in close places, for
the same reason the idea gives few percentage of constrution and up to give more space to Green and urban places with the idea to transport activities to free space to
replace the close spaces, for example gym, yoga, board games, read zones. Activities when have a good urban design, when the plants and persons feel comfortable in the
space, to it will be a better life sytle.
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The environmental crisis in the hands of architecture.

Cities after the pandemic will have to look for the best ways to provide solutions to the problems that may affect the quality of life of people and their environment in the
future, the way in which they should interact with that context will have to be considered from its ability to be sustainable. The infrastructure and public spaces linked to an
environmental system and to a harmonious development between the user and his environment, will give the possibility of creating different scenarios that support the
idea of change in cities.

Public spaces now more than ever will have the capacity to be a source of recreation and social interaction, and architectural design will have to implement new ways to
create a closer connection with its place of implantation, as well as spaces that allow a more comfortable linkage with the needs that are currently more related to that
residential core that we had to intervene it to convert it in the same way in a workplace. Now is the time when we are more aware of the environmental crisis to which we
are leading the world, and it is also the time to create alternative solutions to these problems, to think about change, is to think about the future of cities, the quality of life
of those who live there and mainly in that environment that we must care for and maintain more than ever.
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The Park between blocks: an elament of urben
I'nn‘snl:{ittm,if:rmg'&nn.

The sftustion resuled by the Covid-19 pandemic axposes
major problems regarding housing and the wild urban
growthin citles. Thise problams highliphtad the precarous
yualicy ot Wla of the large vulierable populaion Iving nthe
ovorcrowded and marginalized nelighbothoods: of the
motropolis. The populgtion of cifes is-cxpectad to incrogse
by B0% in 2030 (UNDP 2021}, so design proposals must
addres: this stuation to mitigate an even wersa outooma,

The preposal formufates a transformation of the cities by
gtarting from the main pro-eeisting piaca of the bl
prvironmont: The blook. That b why this great urban gito-
farmed by buildings adjoining sach other iz considered In
order th create froe-grean spece and permaesbility insida

the biock, a middle building is moved opaning space b 4 o,

park bomwean blacks: il.lFiFr:'I'r eommunicatanwa sides aftha
block &3 the proposal grows horizontally thmugh the'gity, a
large linear park iz craated.

This Park on the block gives the opporunity to reste

facadas in parallel, and t ba able toarticulaie the intaricr of
the flats with visugs to the green space end openings 1o
lgrger balconies, alowing access of natural light and air

intaka. In addition, considaring hat post-pasdemic hoosing

links usss’ for work, entartainmant, and the reconstrucilon |
of urban life, thare are proposed mofs with spnﬂ:_s_ifnr ;
Hama-Iffice a5 well as small paroals for the development of
archards. Furthermors, for the versatility ofthe block thara

are projectad insuiting platfoms. that an the st level

ganstitite commercial epaces and sports sroas within the

park.

This, gragting “The purpese. of geneeaie limics: of urkan lile
copnecing individoaks; srchiteoiare, and naume.”
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RCTAM21 URBAN PRAXIS: MULTI-PORPOSE VERTICAL NEIGHBORHOODS

It is correct to say that through the epidemic waves that have hit our society, we have questioned how we
inhabit space in a dignified way, proposing new theories about how buildings and cities should be, obeying
geopolitical factors that have shaped our physical and metaphysical world in a radical way. Therefore,
these epidemics have affected urbanism and architecture as tools to improve the quality of life based on new
urban designs, taking into account key determinants such as the high occupancy rate derived from excessive
urban growth, which affects the population in terms of mobility, resources and basic needs within the
domestic sphere to transform them into more flexible and adaptive spaces. Therefore, an urban design based
on the principles of the circular bioeconomy and the concept of "Arcosanti" is proposed, as strategies to

produce renewable biological resources, within multipurpose hybrid buildings for the new EYEp— IR
development of society. AcRcuLTURE @

This proposal Works as a vertical neighborhood. It is composed of high rise buildings articulated through
plataforms on wich several services (comerce, public space, urban agricultura, etc), are located to support
the housing facilities both public and private spaces are arranged to create a solid interaction wich each
other, and to mitigate enviromental impact generate by the built environment. Likewise, from the
implementation of natural elements to form ecosystem spaces linked to passable roofs based on aeroponic
crops that produce food for daily consumption, clean energy, new resilient public spaces are configured in
height. In this way, these strategic physical interventions become nodes of urban activity capable of
achieving a high inclusive social impact without consuming excessive economic resources and, therefore,
these versatile vertical neighborhoods are transformed into a praxis with articulation capacity within the city
to mitigate excessive urban growth in urban spaces without quality of life.

COMPLEMENTARY USES
/AND SERVICES
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BIOTIC VIEWPOINTS: an ecological and collective regenerator for high=rise social housing.

COVID-I2 rpbkased the socia and sodronmantal vulneralslity on 3 globad scale whan
prodenged condinament guiitioned tho guality of sur mast intinate spaces, Especisly
far tha Lot Americas conteat, a: sozal hoosing (WIS) 220 mads with limited hudget:
fazades lackng in lghting, ventilatan and visals. For this reason the bictic siewpaints
pre assigred o representative building of social housing n Bogata, “La plazs de | hoja”
Diesgeeend for px-combstants seinteprated to chilize [HpThe hinte sewpninte am
wyskam of repcration and scolagical conmestivity of urban anvronmenis, |E groporas 62
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garrain in high-tise bulldings and. srcoucags tha creatian of public space, Thoss proma-
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NATIVE WISDOM - RETHINKING THE CITY MODEL

The COVID-19 pandemic forces us, once again, to adapt and evolve our way of living and living to face the global health crisis by adding this global issue to the already exist-
ing problems of human social well-being, waste accumulation, conservation of biodiversity, and demographic growth, the habitability of homes and more sustainable urban

spaces.

In Lima, one of the biggest cities of Latin America, the Shipibo Conibo, a native community originally from the forest that came to Lima due to internal conflicts in their
region, had lived under precarious and vulnerable conditions for almost two decades. This community has conserved their traditions and culture throughout the years are
currently part of a relocation plan.

The Shipibo Conibo will be relocated to ‘Caja de Agua’, a neighbourhood in one of the most crowded districts of Lima that currently has lack of adequate public space, green
areas, high levels of pollution among other issues, but this situation could be an opportunity of urban transformation and regeneration for current neighbours and future

ones, the Shipibo Conibo.

The project aims to give an alternative to urban living based on the urgent habitability requirements the pandemic has shown and the Shipibo Conibo virtues of coexistence
and solidarity, putting in value their ancestral knowledge regarding nature, earth, and natural resources, with which they have survived these years.

The main concept of the proposal is to have housing as a structuring element, a living organism that can articulate with new activities and green shared spaces to the pre-ex-
isting neighbourhoods. The intervention offers common patios for the growth of green areas, communicative balconies, workshops to promote cultural exchange, knowl-
edge and socialization.

The project encourages the conservation of nature and coexistence among the interior and shared spaces, by adapting to the growth of housing and seeking the transforma-
tion of existing neighbourhoods, facing not only existing habitability problems but also future urban ones.
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MANIFEST

THE PEOPLE WHO TALK TO THE PLANTS
HOUSING-SHIPIBA ANCESTRAL WISDOM CONSERVATION LABORATORY

How influential are we on the environment and he on us?

During this pandemic, we locked ourselves in our homes in the country with the highest mortality rate in the world due to COVID 19 (WHO), a product of its poor health
system, poor urban planning and poor habitat care.

In its capital, Lima, the Shipibo Konibo community comes from the Peruvian jungle and will be relocated in search of an improvement in housing conditions to Caja de Agua
in San Juan de Lurigancho.

Which is the most populated district in the country with the most confirmed cases of contagion by COVID-19 in Metropolitan Lima. MINSA (2020), which register high levels
of precariousness in the environment and the home. according to URBESLAB (2021).

In which they have been removing the area from the water box forest, a small lung of the city due to the gases emitted in the centre of Lima raised by the direction of the
led.

Despite the adversities that have passed, the community has been resilient with the help of its knowledge of aboriginal medicinal plants and from here, helping to cope with
the symptoms of COVID 19, respiratory diseases and others.

We start by reflecting due to the changes produced by the pandemic, which is what a community and its environment need.

We think that cities can be regenerated from ancestral knowledge. This would happen with the insertion of the laboratory house that interprets the community's worldview
and adapts to possible pandemics.

The proposal seeks to reconcile the Conibo Shipibo community with the city through their ancestral knowledge about plants; in addition to assessing the ways of living capa-
ble of improving their environment, showing that a forest can be reforested with a better habitat.
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GREEN RESILIENCE

Inserting the Shipibo Conibo community into self-sustainable housing

The pandemic exacerbated and made visible the levels of precariousness and habitability of the housing system, the lack of access to basic services such as water and
sewage, insufficient public space, connectivity, among other deficiencies in the poorest sectors of the city.

The mandatory quarantine time at home showed deficiencies inside our houses such as low levels of natural light or ventilation, the impossibility of implementing disinfec-
tion areas due to lack of space, among others, generating multiple diseases in families, such as depression, illnesses. respiratory diseases and in extreme cases, death.

The Shipibo Conibo community, currently located in a vulnerable condition in the Cantagallo neighbourhood of Lima, are part of a relocation program that plans to move to
the community to an available land at the back of the Villa Panamericana in the district of Villa El Salvador, providing housing for 3,000 people.

The project aims to solve the needs of the community by providing growth opportunities, focusing on maintaining the culture and recreating a pleasant environment for
families.

The housing design considers the health factor as a concern and the protection against a post-pandemic environment. The project includes a disinfection area at the
entrance of the house and an exclusive bedroom for an infected family member. It is important to mention that the design takes into account the expansion of the building
in time, transforming it into a multifamily housing building for three families. The housing complex includes recreational spaces and common open-air areas for social inter-
action among families.

Finally, the project revalues the identity of the Shipibo Conibo community, favours their insertion into society, and provides them with an environment in keeping with their
customs, surrounded by vegetation.
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TASNOQUI: THE ART OF NATURE

Itis innate in us to want to be part of a place or community; humans are like that, social and interdependent; However, we struggle with a hostile reality whose cultural, ideo-
logical and social differences impede this physical and mental interconnection.

The Shipibo-Conibo, a native community original from the Peruvian forest have lived in the Cantagallo settlement, nearby the Rimac River for more than 20 years. This segre-
gated area was a temporal location that became permanent, where the community is also socially disconnected by city individualism; exposed to the lack of basic services,
the uncontrollable river contamination, which even in the time of COVID-19, the authorities do not give priority to figure out.

Our proposal, TASNOQUI (which means to unify in Shipibo) is presented as an urban intervention that has housing as the main element. Inspired by the Shipibo-Conibo's
worldview, who worship nature such as water, land, plants, biodiversity and spiritual elements in their daily living, the proposal plans to rebirth Cantagallo through a sustain-
able design based on the ancestral technics of its community.

The proposal consists of the sowing of Guaba trees, a species that provides food for the community, while the fall of its leaves allows the regeneration of degraded soil; For
this reason, the organic matter discarded from the Rimac River will be reused as plant fertilizer (compost) inside the workshop. In this way, a regeneration cycle is set for the
use of Cantagallo's natural components; being the workshop, strategically located in the house, a link that allows a dialogue between the different generations of the family

for their traditions and culture preservation.

In this pandemic, where we have been in isolation and virtuality, the Shipibo-Conibo community still shows us that we can have a genuine connection with the environment
if we begin to listen.
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