Power up! New and quick ways to power up
your creativity and approach to making art

Creative resource pack

Image: Print from showing a life drawing class at the Royal Academy, Somerset House,‘ L&hdon, 1808.
Credit: RIBA Collections

This is not the only way to draw!
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https://www.architecture.com/image-library/ribapix/image-information/poster/life-drawing-class-at-the-royal-academy-somerset-house-strand-london/posterid/RIBA15421.html?

Introduction

Image: Students in a studio, Chelsea School of Art, London, 1965.
Credit: RIBA Collections

Art can happen anywhere, not just in an art studio.

| this resource we use a range of media and techniques. We understand not everyone will have access to
the same equipment so we will suggest basic materials throughout. Using images from the RIBA’s world-
class architectural collections and the work of architects, we will show you step by step how to engage or re-
engage with your creative side.

There is no single way to make art and it can take place anywhere. Whether an experienced professional or
amateur who hasn't attempted any artwork for a while, practicing new techniques or familiar ones in different
ways can help refresh your practice and provide an easy way of getting back into creativity. We can break
down artistic boundaries, communicate new ideas, think differently and have fun through techniques that
don't rely on drawing the world or our ideas exactly as they seem. Afterall, not everyone draws the same way
and we are all have individual styles. Are you ready?
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https://www.architecture.com/image-library/ribapix/image-information/poster/chelsea-school-of-art-manresa-road-chelsea-london-students-at-work-in-studio-43/posterid/RIBA38583.html

New ideas and techniques

Image: Queen Elizabeth Il in front of a display of drawings
from the RIBA Collections during the official opening of
the RIBA's Heinz Gallery, London, 1972.

Credit: RIBA Collections

Remember you're creating art primarily for yourself, it doesn’t have to go on public display.

Feel free to try as many or as few ideas as you want from this pack. Attempt them in any order. We
encourage you to share your work: send originals or photographs of your work to relatives, colleagues and
friends; perhaps make it a social activity even if you're not physically together by making art at the same time
virtually via video call or telephone; share your work online to inspire others and get feedback from friends or
even the world. If you are on social media, use the #ArchitectureAtHome hashtag and include
@RIBALearning to your picture on Twitter.

These activities have no set time, but to shake up your practice or fit it easier in your timetable, see how you
get along with set times. Challenge yourself and limit your art making to 10, 5 or even 1-minute sessions.

Resource pack techniques

Draw with an eraser

Shadow drawings

Draw at a different scale

Draw with scissors

Go bold

Pencil on a stick

Draw with stitches

Plasticine - model making with fingers
Draw with tape
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https://www.architecture.com/image-library/ribapix/image-information/poster/official-opening-of-the-royal-institute-of-british-architects-heinz-gallery-21-portman-square-london/posterid/RIBA33000.html
https://twitter.com/RIBALearning

A. Draw with an eraser

Image: (left): Electric eraser. Credit: RIBA Collections
Image: (right): Holly Villas, Goudhurst, Kent. Credit: RIBA Collections

What you will need: Pencil, easer and paper

E lectric erasers were useful for rubbing out large areas of pencil. They operated by rotating the rubber end

when pressed on. This eraser belonged the architect Carl Franck (1904-85) and was manufactured by Ariel
in the 1950s. Such equipment was used by designers and artists in the studio and is now obsolete, but
erasers are still useful today in other settings. Using an ordinary eraser, we can do more than remove our
mistakes. Use this technique to actively draw, changing not our technique - rubbing the surface of a piece of
paper - but our intentions.

Once you've finished, think about:

1 Why not try this with different colours of paper, or even different types of paper like newspaper or a
page of a magazine?
9 Is your drawing how you imagined it? How does it surprise you?
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https://www.architecture.com/image-library/ribapix/image-information/poster/electric-eraser/posterid/RIBA28513.html?
https://www.architecture.com/image-library/ribapix/image-information/poster/electric-eraser/posterid/RIBA28513.html?
https://www.architecture.com/image-library/ribapix.html?keywords=Carl%20Franck

1. On a piece of paper, use the side of the pencil - preferably a dark one like a B6 or B5 shade pencil -
and rub over several times until the paper is covered in graphite. Think of a subject or a shape to
draw, use the eraser to draw it into the paper. We used an image (right) of a house in Kent, from our
image database RIBApix. You are drawing by removing rather than adding. Using an eraser is not
precise and it will lend itself to abstraction, so keep your idea simple and focus on the outlines.

2. The eraser will get dirty, so clean it regularly as you are drawing by rubbing it on a scrap piece of
paper or rub it clean with your finger. This was drawn on A6 size paper, to create more intricate
eraser drawings draw on larger pieces of paper or use small blobs of Blu-Tack or putty to erase in
finer details.

Credit: RIBA Collections and Wilson Yau, RIBA
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https://www.architecture.com/image-library/ribapix/image-information/poster/holly-villas-goudhurst-kent/posterid/RIBA5274.html?

Once you've finished, think about:
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