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2.0 The Study of 
Architecture

“We can prepare students to see 
themselves as being graduates who 
can excel in a range of fields. That’s 
hard because for architecture there 
is a sort of ideal career path” 
(Julian Williams Course Leader BA 
Architecture)

 
“We became enmeshed in this life 
and we loved it. This whole journey 
has made our lives richer”
(Parents of architect with disability)
 
It takes seven years of study to 
become an architect; this reflects 
the wide-ranging nature of this 
discipline which requires students to 
develop a high level of skill through 
the development of a large body of 
design, technical and professional 
knowledge. 

Architecture is a long and challenging 
course because it combines 
theoretical knowledge with practice, 
to prepare students to make sound 
professional judgments, often under 

pressure. This course also involves 
study visits and annual fields trip to 
UK or European destinations.

Salaries vary depending on role and 
location, for more information visit the 
following websites:
RIBA Appointments
http://www.ribaappointments.com/Salary-
Guide.aspx

Building Magazine
http://www.building.co.uk/professional/careers/
salary-surveys

2.1 Paying for your Course 
Tuition fees are the amount 
universities charge you each year to 
study. Cost of fees varies between 
England, Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland. 
There are a number of support 
measures in place which may reduce 
these costs and you will gradually 
repay your student loan during your 
working life. You can apply for a loan:
•  To cover tuition fees. This is paid 

directly to the institution on your 
behalf. This means that you don’t 
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have to find the money before you 
start the course or while you are 
studying.

•   To help toward living costs if you’re 
a full-time student and under 60 
years of age. 

To find out about more about loans 
and repayments you can check the 
newly revised Student Loan Company 
(SLC) guides and materials: 
http://www.slc.co.uk/ 

Also see: 
Royal Institute of British 
Architects (RIBA)
http://www.architecture.
com/EducationAndCareers/
BecomingAnArchitect/Funding.aspx#.
Ujxt7uCaJLQ

Applying for Disabled 
Students’ Allowances (DSAs) 

“It is a long and arduous course, 
you are often expected to work 
during your holidays and because 
you didn’t hear half of the things 
that went on, you spent most 
of your time trying to get more 
information that non disabled 

persons take for granted.”
(Mike Mason, architect)

The definition of disability is very 
broad and can include specific 
learning difficulties such as dyslexia, 
medical conditions and mental 
health conditions, such as depression. 
Impairments affect learning in 
different ways and the disability officer 
will be able to help you decide. If you 
declare that you have a disability when 
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applying for a student loan, it should 
kick start the DSA process.
As a higher education student living in 
England, you can apply for a Disabled 
Students’ Allowance (DSA) if you have 
a:
•   disability
•   long-term health condition
•   mental health condition
•   specific learning difficulty such as 

dyslexia

You should apply for your DSA as 
early as possible, ideally one year 
before your course starts to have 
the time to address any problems. 
Remember, DSAs are not welfare 
benefits, the support you receive relate 
to your individual needs, not income. 
Recent research shows that disabled 
students who receive DSAs get better 
final grades that those who choose not 
to ask for or accept support.

“Use the system to your advantage. 
Try to familiarise with what is 
available and remember that your 
are heavily supported by legislation”
(Monica Grinfeld, Faculty Disability Tutor, 
University of Westminister)

Find out more about the DSA from 
UK Government and home nation 
websites:
England:  
www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowances-dsas

Wales:  
www.studentfinancewales.co.uk

Northern Ireland:  
www.studentfinanceni.co.uk
Scotland: www.saas.gov.uk

Information about your disability is 
protected by the Equality Act and the 
Data Protection Act. It is sensitive 
personal information and cannot be 
passed onto anybody else without 
your permission.

2.2 Access to the 
university environment 
and accommodation

Under the Equality Act 2010, all 
universities have a duty to make 
reasonable adjustments to their 
services (the arrangements that 
your education provider makes to 
meet your needs) to ensure that 
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disabled students are not placed 
at a substantial disadvantage. Also, 
all university should have a student 
support or disability office for you to 
be able to discuss how to address your 
individual needs.

When making reasonable adjustments, 
universities have an ‘anticipatory’ duty, 
i.e. they have to anticipate the needs of 
all disabled people.

It is important you visit the school on 
an open day to get a sense of your 
potential new study environment. You 
can also meet other disabled students 
already at the University who can 
tell you what they think about the 
support arrangements and what life 
there is really like. Students who are 
already studying Architecture will be 
able to tell you about the level of work 
expected and any difficulties they’ve 
had.

Access to the university environment
To find out about access provision 
and the possibility of making physical 
adaptation/adjustments in your 
University, you should contact:

•   The admissions officer or the head 
of department to arrange a visit. 

•   The disability officer to arrange for 
you to speak to students who are 
on your course and other disabled 
students at the institution. 

•   The accommodation staff to try out 
the facilities in halls.

“Change in technology allows for 
flexible learning. An increasing 
amount of work is online. Course 
material is uploaded so that 
students can access it remotely and 
set their own pace for learning”
(Julian Williams Course Leader BA 
Architecture, Westminster University)

You should also check whether:
•   Buildings and facilities are 

accessible to you, including: the 
students’ union, bars, canteens, 
libraries, computer rooms, sports 
facilities, lecture theatres, teaching 
rooms and any departmental 
rooms

•   Lecture theatres and teaching 
rooms have induction loops, if you 
have a hearing impairment 
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•   There is parking for disabled 
people

•   There is good lighting and helpful 
signs around the university or 
college. 

If some things aren’t provided, talk to 
the disability officer about your needs 
and discuss what adaptations can be 
made before you start.
Accommodation

“It is very important for disabled 
students to have the opportunity 
to be independent and have the 
possibility of working and living with 
the other students”
(Jane Tankard, Senior Lecturer and Tutor, 
University of Westminster)

If you choose to live in a Campus 
University, find out what is available: 
halls of residence, flats or rented 
housing. You also need to check 
whether there are facilities such as:
•   Accessible rooms
•   Management arrangements 

including lifts with not ‘out of 
hours’ restrictions

•   Adapted kitchens and laundry 
facilities

•   Appropriate safety and evacuation 
procedures

•   Flashing light fire alarms if you 
have a hearing impairment

•   Additional rooms available if you 
have a personal assistant

If the university agrees to adapt 
buildings or elements of your course, 
ask them to put this in writing. Once 
your place is confirmed, check that 
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work is underway and ensure the 
changes meet your needs.
For more information, see the Equality 
and Human Rights Commission’s 
guidance at the following link: 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/advice-
and-guidance/further-and-higher-education-
providers-guidance/

2.3 Disability Support to 
study Architecture

“During my part one I experienced the 
difference support can make. At my 
first University, they were completely 
deaf aware and all the support was 
already in place and worked very 
well and made me very confident. At 
the second University they had no 
experience with deaf students and 
did not even have a budget so it was 
a struggle.” “Compared to studying 
at university, work provides a more 
structured environment”

If you have a disability, health condition 
or specific learning difficulty such 
as dyslexia, you may need certain 

facilities, assistive technology or 
support services to enable you to 
make the most of your studies. This 
can include alternative exam or 
assessment arrangements.

Discussing issues

“What characterises architecture 
courses is the very close contact 
students have with their tutors.”
“It is important for students to have 
an initial contact with their tutor to 
say that they are having difficulties 
as they are usually reluctant to 
make contact with services”
 (Julian Williams Course Leader BA 
Architecture, Westminster University)

 
If you have a disability you may need 
support to access the course and 
successfully complete your studies. 
You can discuss with your tutors a 
number of issues, including:
•   Different course options 
•   The number of assignments, 

lectures and seminars 
•   How your individual needs can be 

met
•   What kinds of adjustments the 
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university will make so you can 
access the course

•   Flexible exam arrangements

Support can include many different 
things, for example:
•   Specialist equipment, such as a 

voice-activated computer
•   Sign-language interpreters
•   Tape or digital recorder for lectures 

and notes
•   Extra tutorial help
•   Changing the height of desks
•   Allowing you extra time to 

complete essays or exams
•   Providing hand-outs on different 

colour paper, or in a larger font
•   Transport to and from college

For detailed information about 
support, access arrangements and 
assistance visit the Disability Rights 
UK website at the following link:
http://www.disabilityrightsuk.org/how-we-can-
help/publications/higher-education-2013

Making the most of your time at 
university

“I need to plan carefully and factor 
my illness in” 
(Imogen Webb, part 2 architect)
“The course is particularly 
challenging for deaf students 
because it is a collaborative course. 
It is a matter of educating the other 
students and this requires some 
time.”
(Jane Tankard, Senior Lecturer and Tutor, 
University of Westminster)

Architecture is a challenging and 
absorbing course, it requires team 
work and will allow you to make new 
friends, try new experiences and 
develop new practical skills.
You should make the most of what 
is available at university through 
volunteering, involvement in clubs and 
societies and work experience as well 
as your course. To develop your level 
of employability you should:
•   Look at range the of skills and 

capabilities, employability skills, 
that your future employer will be 
looking for
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•   Be proactive in developing your 
team working, time management 
and communication skills. 

•   Contact your university careers 
service and start exploring what is 
available at an early stage.

For more information see the National 
Union of Students web page at the 
following link:
http://www.nus.org.uk/Global/CBI_NUS_
Employability%20report_May%202011.pdf

“Make a network of friends who can 
help you.”
(Julian Williams Course Leader BA 
Architecture, Westminster University)

2.4 Understanding the 
Profession

The study of architecture includes 
a minimum two years of practical 
experience, usually after completion 
of the degree (Part 1) and the post 
graduate diploma (Part 2):

RIBA Part 1 professional experience/

year out: one year work experience 
under the guidance of an architectural 
practice. It is formally recorded by the 
student and monitored and endorsed 
by the Professional Studies Advisor 
appointed by the university.

RIBA Part 2 professional experience: 
a minimum 12 month period 
experience in practice, under the direct 
supervision of an architect, is required 
before the graduate can sit the Part 3 
qualifying examinations. 

For more detailed information, see 
the RIBA’s information on becoming 
a professional on the following web 
page: 
www.architecture.com/EducationAndCareers/
BecomingAnArchitect/
ProfessionalExperienceandPart3.aspx#.
UjxuXeCaJLQ

If you have significant support needs 
you may need to plan how these will 
be met during placements. It might 
be helpful to discuss this with the 
programme leader and the university’s 
disability officer.
 
Work experience is an integral part 
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of your higher education course and 
this period is covered by the Equality 
Act 2010. Under this Act employers 
are required to remove barriers in the 
workplace for disabled people and 
financial support is available to help 
them do this. 

Always start exploring your options 
based on what you want to do. You 
should develop contacts in this 
industry, possibly through work 
experience, academic departments, 
fellow students, personal contacts and 
local representatives of professional 
bodies and associations.

“I found the transition into work 
quite challenging as I had had 
little support as an undergraduate. 
However, I worked both as a 
freelance and in practice where I 
was told I had performed better 
than others”
(Imogen Webb, part 2 architect)

To find out about joining the RIBA 
visit 
http://www.architecture.com/
RIBA/JoinTheRIBA/Individuals/

StudentMembership/RIBAStudentmembership.
aspx 

For information on the Architecture 
Student Network visit their website at: 
http://theasn.org/

You can apply for the RIBA student 
membership which is free and entitles 
you to a number of benefits. To qualify 
for membership you will need to be 
studying on an RIBA validated Part 
1 or 2 course (including year out) at 
a school of architecture in the UK or 
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overseas. For more information on 
RIBA membership visit the following 
web page 
http://www.architecture.com/RIBA/
JoinTheRIBA/Membership.aspx 

“Keep an open but alert mind. Be 
always available for whatever may 
occur and be pro-active on every 
level. Remain focused when dealing 
with difficult situations arising at 
universities, Jobcentres, and do not 
feel intimidated. Conduct yourself 
in such a way that respect is never 
lost, especially as the person we 
represent is doing their level best to 
cope and continue on course”
(Parents of architect with disability)
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